Adoption and mental retardation.
Most individuals find the needs of these children at least intimidating, if not frightening. Yet, remarkably, every child can be said to be adoptable. However, fear and prejudice can stand in the way of permanent, loving families for children. Professionals face the double responsibility of monitoring their own values and challenging society's values on behalf of these children. Special needs adoption has established that permanent, loving families are essential and possible for all children who would otherwise have no one. It is important that the experience and knowledge gained in the last 20 years be shared with all professionals who serve these children and families. Without the support and acceptance of this experience, the gains of the last few years could be lost to the many children and families who might benefit in the future.